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1. Friends of Kings Norton LNR Vision Statement 

 
 
 
 

The Friends seek to develop Kings Norton Local Nature Reserve, in partnership with 
Birmingham City Council, as a tranquil haven that supports a broad range of wildlife 
and is welcoming, clean and safe for people to visit.   
 
We aim through best practice to: 
 

• Provide a safe, welcoming and inspiring environment for all to enjoy, 
irrespective of age, ability, gender, belief or ethnicity. 

• Provide an open space that is maintained to a high standard, enhancing, 
promoting and conserving the biodiversity, landscape and heritage of Kings 
Norton LNR through sensitive, sustainable and appropriate management. 

• Enhance visitors’ awareness and appreciation of the natural environment 
through education, life long learning and volunteering opportunities. 

• Promote a sense of ownership within the local community and among visitors. 
• Seek, in collaboration with partner organisations, to enhance and enrich the 

wildlife corridor along the River Rea. 
• Seek formal LNR designation for the green space lying along and beside the 

River Rea between Popes Lane and Wychall Road.   
 
The Friends, in partnership with Birmingham City Council, will achieve this by: 
 

• Providing a safe and stimulating environment. 
• Using sound environmental principles in our management of the Reserve’s 

biodiversity, landscape and heritage. 
• Working in partnership with members of the Friends group, the local 

community, other environmental groups and stakeholders, keeping them 
informed of activity on site and consulting them on plans for future 
development. 

• Producing regular newsletters for Friends, increasing promotional material 
and ensuring it is widely available. 

• Increasing the use of the site by local schools and other groups. 
• Holding regular events such as Open Days and Bat Walks on site. 
• Providing a welcoming and supportive environment for volunteers. 
• Showing a commitment to equality of opportunity. 
• Seeking appropriate funding to enable the feasibility of future development of 

the site to be fully investigated. 
 



2. Policy Statements and Related Documents 
 
• Occupiers Liability Act 1957 – This act imposes a legal obligation upon the City 

Council to ensure that every reasonable care is taken to remove any risks to both 
legitimate visitors and to any trespassers on the site. It is necessary therefore to 
make sure that all footpaths, boardwalks and any other constructions are safe; to 
remove any hazardous objects; and to conduct a safety audit to identify further 
hazards. 

 
• Health & Safety at Work Act 1974 – All operations carried out on site must only be 

undertaken by trained personnel, using methods and equipment approved by the 
Health and Safety Executive and also in compliance with City Council policies and 
procedures.   

 
• Wildlife & Countryside Act – This act imposes a legal duty upon the City Council to 

protect the specially protected landscapes, habitats, plants and animals identified 
by the European Union Habitats Directive and in the various species schedules of 
this Act. 

 
• Disability Discrimination Act 2005 – This act imposes a legal duty upon the City 

Council and other organisations not to actively or passively discriminate against 
those people with special needs. Their needs and requirements will be considered 
and acted on appropriately. 

 
• Environmental Protection Act 1990 
 
• Tree Preservation Orders 
 
• City Council bye-laws 
 
• Biodiversity Action Plans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. General Information 
 
3.1 Location 
 
Kings Norton Local Nature Reserve (KNLNR) is situated within the city of 
Birmingham and lies 5 miles to the south of the city centre within the constituency of 
Northfield. The LNR currently comprises three sites covering 20.63 hectares: 
 

• Merecroft Pool - situated within the triangle of land formed by Beaks Hill 
Road, Meadow Hill Road, Westhill Road and Wychall Lane. 

 
• The Recreation Ground - bounds the River Rea running in parallel with 

Wychall Lane between Burmans Drive and Westhill Road. 
 
• Wychall Reservoir  - situated within a square of land formed by the Railway 

line to the north, Wychall Lane to the south, Catesby Business Park to the 
east and Popes Lane to the west. 

 
In addition to these sites this management plan contains the details of a proposed 
6.48 hectare extension to the LNR: 
 

• Peafield - situated to the west of Popes Lane within the land bordered by the 
railway line, Popes Lane and Wychall Road. 

 
Site Ordinance Survey Grid 

Reference Land Ranger 
2004 

Sheet 139 1:50000 

Birmingham A-Z Edition 
2B(2003) 

Merecroft Pool 044 788 P146  A5 
The Recreation Ground 042 792 P146 A4 

Wychall Reservoir 038 793 P145 H4 
Peafield (p.extn) 034 792 P145 G4 

  
The extent of the LNR and the location of the 4 sites can be seen on the Kings 
Norton LNR Boundary Map (appendix 1). 
The Site Boundary Maps (appendix 2) show the 4 sites individually along with details 
of the surrounding roads and adjacent land.     
 
3.2 Land Tenure 
 
Merecroft Pool covers an area of 7.34 hectares of which 6.49 hectares are owned 
freehold by Birmingham City Council. 0.85 hectares of land sited off Wychall Lane is 
leased by the British Waterways Board to the Friends of Kings Norton Local Nature 
Reserve (FKNLNR). Currently this land is not contained within the LNR but is 
however managed with permission as another section within the LNR. 
 
Merecroft Pool is subject to access from the properties that fringe the western edge 
of the pool. In 1967 tenancies were granted by Birmingham City Council to certain 
properties along Meadow Hill Road. At £25 per annum the lease gives permission to 



the property owner to access the pool to the rear of their property and to place a 
manually propelled boat on the water. These leases can be terminated by either 
party with 6 months notice. The current leases are as follows; 
 

Meadow Hill Road Area covered by lease 
37 73m2  
39 98m2

41 145m2

43 101m2

45 63m2

   
A grazing Licence managed by the Development and Culture Directorate is currently 
in place on the grasslands. This license is issued on an annual basis with the added 
terms that no more than 4 horses can be grazed at any one time and that all 
surrounding hedges are to be maintained. The nearby stables are also included 
within this licence. 
 
The Recreation Ground covers an area of 4.23 hectares and is owned freehold by 
Birmingham City Council. 
  
Wychall Reservoir covers an area of 9.06 hectares and is owned freehold by 
Birmingham City Council  
 
The proposed Peafield extension site covers an area of 6.48 hectares and is owned 
freehold by Birmingham City Council. 
 
Details of current land tenure including adjacent land can be seen on the Land 
Tenure Maps (appendix 3).  
 
3.3 Site Infrastructure 
 
3.3.1 Access  
 
Running in parallel with the River Rea and passing east west through the LNR is the 
Sustrans Cycle Route. Built in 2000 and forming part of Route 5 of the National 
Cycle Network (NCN), this 2.5m wide surfaced track enters the LNR through an 
open access point to the north of the River Rea at Westhill Road and leaves through 
another open access point at Popes Lane. The Sustrans Cycle Route also passes 
through the Peafield Site. 
 
Merecroft Pool has two rights of way passing through it. The first one enters the site 
through a wooden kissing gate located along the northern boundary with Wychall 
Lane. From here it travels in a south easterly direction before coming out onto West 
Hill Road through an open access point. The second right of way passes east west 
through the southern meadows from a metal kissing gate on Beaks Hill Road to 
another metal kissing gate on Meadow Hill Road. A third footpath running between 
these two rights of way and along the eastern fringe of the main water body allows 
access across the site.   



Vehicle access is via one of two metal 5 bar gates. The first gate is located along 
Beaks Hill Road and the second along Meadow Hill Road. A wooden 5 bar gate is 
located on Wychall Lane providing access to the northern meadows. 
The Recreation Ground can be entered through one of three open access points. 
The first access point is located along its eastern boundary with Westhill Road, the 
second located at the junction of Wychall Lane and Meadow Hill Road whilst the 
third is located opposite Wychall Park Grove. The site is open along its entire 
southern boundary with Wychall Lane via a low wooden kick rail.    
Vehicle access is via a metal swing gate located opposite Wychall Park Grove. 
 
The Reservoir site is accessible through two open access points. The first access 
point is located opposite Wychall Park Grove and the second along its western 
boundary with Popes Lane.  
Vehicle access is via a metal swing gate located opposite Wychall Park Grove and a 
wooden 5 bar gate located along Popes Lane.  
 
The Peafield site is accessible via one of two open access points. The first access 
point is located along its southern boundary with Wychall Road and the second 
along its eastern boundary with Popes Lane.  
Vehicle access is via the open access point on Wychall Road and via a metal swing 
gate also located along Wychall Road which allows access onto the Sustrans Cycle 
Route. 
 
A detailed access audit was carried out in March 2008 by the Friends of Kings 
Norton Local Nature Reserve (FKNLNR) that examined the levels of access to and 
across the LNR. Following the audit nine recommendations were made that would 
allow for the development of appropriate access across the site. The audit report 
together with the recommendations can be seen in appendix 4.  
 
3.3.2 Boundary Structures 
 
Merecroft Pool is bordered by housing to the east and west and a mix of new and old 
iron and wooden fencing with hedgerows to the north and south.  
 
The Recreation Ground is bordered to the north by a six foot chain link fence that 
surrounds Catesby Business Park as well as the remains of a former mill race and 
associated bank running up to towards Eckersall Road. The southern edge of the 
site is bordered by housing and a wooden kick rail.  
 
Wychall Reservoir is bordered by six foot steel palisade fencing along the railway 
line and factory units to the north. The southern edge of the site is bordered by 
housing and the six foot steel fencing that surrounds St. Thomas Aquinas Roman 
Catholic High School. The eastern edge is bounded by the dam structure with a 
wooden fence running along the top. To the west along Popes Lane a chain link 
fence exists which requires repair and replacement. Contained within this site is the 
fenced section which surrounds the overflow structure at the southern tip of the dam. 
This structure is surrounded by six foot steel palisade fencing. 
 
The Peafield site is bordered by six foot steel palisade fencing along the railway line 
to the north and housing to the south and west.  



3.3.3 Other Structures
 
Merecroft Pool has within its boundaries a wooden KNLNR welcome sign and two 
wooden notice boards provided by Birmingham City Councils Parks Ranger Service. 
The entrance sign and one notice board are located at the northern access point 
along Wychall Lane whilst the other notice board is located at the access point along 
Meadow Hill Road. The site has two life rings located around the main water body. 
 
The Recreation Ground has two wooden KNLNR welcome signs and two wooden 
notice boards provided by Birmingham City Councils Parks Ranger Service. One of 
each can be found at the access points along Westhill Road and opposite Wychall 
Park Grove.  
Two bridges exist within the site. The first bridge allows passage over a small 
drainage ditch whilst the second allows passage over the river. 
 
Wychall Reservoir has two interpretation panels located at the access points along 
Popes Lane and opposite Wychall Park Grove. These panels provide a brief 
description of the site along with flora and fauna. The site has two life rings located 
along the Sustrans Cycle Path. 
Towards Popes Lane there is a large steel structured wooden tread bridge which 
passes over an unused weir. 
 
The proposed Peafield extension site contains the structural remnants of a board 
walk. 
 
3.4 Map Coverage 
 
The area first appears on the Tithe Map of 1844. Since then it has appeared 
sequentially on various Ordnance Survey maps: 
 

 

Year Scale Edition 
1890 1:2500  
1904 1:2500 Second Edition 
1916 1:2500  
1938 1:2500  
1952 1:25000 SP 07 First Series 
1955 1:2500 SP 07 
1974 1:10000 SP 07 NW 
1974 1:50000 Sheet 139 First Series 

The above are available to view upon request within the Local Studies Department of 
the Central Library. 
  
3.5 Photographic Coverage 
 
Birmingham City Councils Survey and Mapping team hold aerial photographs for 
1996, 2000, 2001 and 2004. 
 
Aerial photographs of the LNR and proposed extension site taken in 2004 can be 



seen in appendix 5. 
 
3.6 Site Compartments 
 
 

Compartment Code Compartment size 
hectares (h) 

Compartment Name 

AQ01 1.25h Merecroft Pool 
AQ02 0.86h Wychall Reservoir 
MW01 0.77h Beaks Hill Triangle 
MW02 0.41h Old Orchard 
MW03 2.38h Grazing Field 
MW04 0.56h Sheila’s Meadow 
MW05 0.60h Pinehurst Meadow 
MW06 0.85h British Waterways Meadow 
MW07 0.27h Daffodil Meadow 
MW08 0.48h Wychall Meadow East 
MW09 0.76h Wychall Meadow West 
MW10 0.24h Downcroft 
MW11 1.43h Dam Meadow 
MW12 1.38h Nettlefield 
MW13 0.32h Burnet Meadow 
MW14 1.89h Peafield 
WL01 3.36h Reservoir Wetland 
WL02 0.17h Two Ponds 
WL03 0.95h Popes Thicket 
WL04 1.37h Wet Willow 
WD01 0.52h Merecroft Wood 
WD02 2.48h Stepping Wood 
WD03 0.91h Reservoir Wood 
WD04 2.66h Allotment Wood 
WD05 0.24h West Croft Sticks 

 
The locations of these compartments and a copy of the above table can be seen on 
the LNR compartment detail map (appendix 6).  
 
 
4. Environmental Information 
 
4.1 Topography
 
Merecroft Pool is situated within a south-north trending valley draining into the River 
Rea. The site slopes from an altitude of 150m at Beaks Hill Road to 139m along 
Wychall Lane. Much of the site is flat although the meadows along the eastern 
boundary of the site have medium gradient west facing slopes. 
 
The Recreation Ground along with Wychall Reservoir and the Peafield site are 
situated within a west-east trending valley through which the River Rea passes. All 
three sites sit within the floodplain of the river and as a consequence the natural 



topography of these sites is relatively flat. A west facing slope exists along the 
eastern edge of the Reservoir site due to the presence of the dam structure.  
 
4.2 Hydrology
 
The stream which passes through Merecroft Pool was originally dammed between 
1844 and 1890. Today this stream enters the site through a culvert under Meadow 
Hill Road before passing through the southern meadow. Prior to the stream flowing 
into the pool it passes through the rear gardens of No 47 and No 49 Meadow Hill 
Road. As a result of the urban development which has taken place over the last 60 
years the drainage patterns within the stream’s catchment area have been altered 
and today the flow within the channel is greatly reduced. 
Recent engineering work to reinstate the dam and outflow included the construction 
of a new weir which today maintains the water some 8cm below its previous level. 
Below the weir the stream passes through the land owned by British Waterways 
before flowing under Wychall Lane and into the River Rea. 
 
The Recreation Ground along with Wychall Reservoir and the Peafield site contain 
stretches of the River Rea. These three low lying sites are contained within the flood 
plain of the river and as a consequence are wet throughout the year. The high water 
table along with the influx of water during flood events allow several natural and 
man-made pools and many ephemeral ditches to exist.   
 
During flood events water from the River Rea passes out over a weir at Popes Lane, 
onto the floodplain and into the reservoir. During such flood events the reservoir is 
able to empty via a large concrete overflow which takes floodwater directly into the 
river in order to prevent any further and more serious flooding. 
 
The remains of a much altered mill race pass along the northern edge of the 
reservoir site and converge with the river as it enters the Recreation Ground.  
 
4.3 Geology 
 
The underlying geology of the entire LNR comprises Triassic deposits of Keuper 
Marl and, given its valley position, alluvial deposits should be present. 
 
4.4 Pedology 
 
There have been no surveys to determine specific pedological units. 
 
4.5 Meteorology
 
The nearest weather stations are located at the University of Birmingham and 
Birmingham International Airport.  
Specific information regarding the microclimate of KNLNR and the proposed 
extension site is not available and as such the climate can only be related to local 
records.  
The mean monthly temperature for the West Midlands is 13ºC with summer 
averages of 16ºC (July and August) and winter averages of 3ºC (January).   



The average frost-free period for the region is 140 days and the growing season 
stretches from the middle of March to late November.  
The rainfall for the area is moderate with a range of 550-875mm with the prevailing 
winds coming from the west and southwest.  
Air pollution may have an influence on the local climate but detailed information is 
unavailable. 
 
 
5. Biological Information 
 
5.1 Habitats 
 
5.1.1 Aquatic 
 
The aquatic coverage within the LNR is 2.11 hectares. The main aquatic habitats 
are: 
 

• Ephemeral wet ditch 
• Permanent standing water 
• Stream  
• River 

 
5.1.2 Grassland 
 
The grassland coverage within the LNR is 12.34 hectares. The main grassland 
habitats are:  
 

• Heavily grazed grassland 
• Leguminous grassland 
• Neutral grassland 
• Short mown amenity grassland 

 
5.1.3 Wetland 
 
Wetland coverage within the LNR is 5.85 hectares. The main wetland habitats are: 
 

• Reedbed 
• Willow Carr 

 
5.1.4 Woodland 
 
The woodland coverage within the LNR is 6.81 hectares. The main woodland 
habitats are: 
 

• Secondary Oak woodland 
• Semi-natural mixed woodland 

 
 
 



5.2 Flora
 
Included in appendix 7 are the records of plant species found within the LNR. The 
records for Merecroft, the Recreation Ground and Wychall Reservoir were produced 
by EcoRecord in 2003.  Peafield was surveyed in 2008 by Birmingham City Council’s 
Park Ranger Service. 
 
5.3 Fauna 
 
No comprehensive faunal surveys of the LNR have been carried out and as a result 
almost all of the records are incidental or as the result of local knowledge. 
 
5.3.1 Birds 
 
A number of surveys have been undertaken by the Birmingham Natural History 
Society (1974, 1975 and 1979) and the Urban Wildlife Group (1987 and 1988) and 
although none have been systematic we do have a relatively clear picture of site use 
by birds.  
  
A number of bird species use Merecroft Pool and Wychall Reservoir as breeding and 
or feeding areas. Birds associated with these open water sites include: 
 

Canada Goose Branta canadensis 
Coot Fulica atra 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

Mallard Anus platyrhynchos 
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

Teal Anas crecca 
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 

 
Breeding birds of scrub and woodland across the LNR include: 
 

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 
Coal Tit Parus ater 
Dunnock Prunella modularis 
Great Tit Parus major 

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 
Mistle Thrush Turdus visciorus 

Robin Erithacus rubecula 
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 
Tree Creeper Certhia familiaris 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 
 
 
 
 



Winter and summer visitors to the LNR include: 
 

Black Cap Sylvia atricapilla 
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 

House Martin Delichon urbica 
Red Wing Turdus iliacus 

Siskin Carduelis spinus 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 
 
5.3.2 Invertebrates 
 
The records for the LNR are extremely poor with only a few species recorded. Below 
are a few of those recorded: 
 

Cardinal Beetle Pyrochroa coccinea 
Ichneumon Wasp Ichneumon stramentarius 

Long-Winged Conehead Conocephalus discolor 
Mosquito Culiseta annulata 

Roesel's Bush Cricket Metrioptera roeselii 
Swan Mussel Anodonta cygnea 

Thick Legged Flower Beetle Oedemera nobilis 
 

5.3.3 Mammals 
 
As with the other groups mammal records are poor. The following have been 
recorded within the LNR: 
 

Badger Meles meles 
Bank Vole Clethrionomys glareolus 

Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis 
Red Fox Vulpes vulpes 

Reeves Muntjac Muntiacus reevesi 
 
5.3.4 Amphibians and Reptiles 
 
The Following have been noted within the LNR: 
 

Common Frog Rana temporaria 
Common Lizard Lacerta vivipara 
Common Toad Bufo bufo 
Smooth Newt Triturus vulgaris 

 
5.4 Biodiversity Action Plans  
 
At the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro the UK Government committed itself to the 
conservation of biodiversity. The mechanisms planned to achieve this are called 
Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPS). These BAPS have been produced nationally for 



priority habitats and species that are rare, declining or for which the UK holds 
internationally important populations. This has resulted in the production of Habitat 
Action Plans (HAPs) and Species Action Plans (SAPs). These documents outline 
objectives and targets for individual habitat types or particular species respectively. 
In order to implement these it has been necessary to produce local HAPs and SAPs 
that translate into meaningful local objectives and targets, which address local 
conservation priorities.  
 
The Habitat and Species Action Plans that relate to the LNR are: 
  
HAPS 
 

• Dead Wood 
• Grassland 
• Hedgerows 
• Parks and Open Spaces 
• Rivers and Streams 
• Woodland 

 
SAPS 
 

• Amphibians 
• Badger 
• Bluebell 
• Orchids 
• Amphibians 
• Song Thrush 
• Bats 

 
 
See appendix 8 for copies of the above Biodiversity Action Plans. 
 
 
6. Cultural Information 
 
6.1 Archaeology 
 
The meadows that today form the land around Merecroft Pool where once part of 
two large granges that formed the medieval estate belonging to Bordesley Abbey. 
During this period in history the land was know as Kingsack Farm and was cultivated 
as “closes”. Due to this the ridge and furrows that exist on land adjoining the pool are 
unlikely to have been as a result of medieval open-field cultivation but more probably 
the result of 19th century ploughing.   
 
Records show that a watermill stood on the Reservoir site from as early as 1638. 
Remains of later mill structures are still visible along the eastern boundary of the 
reservoir site. These remains are listed as site no 03201 on the Birmingham Sites 
and Monuments Record. 
 



By the early 19th Century a rolling mill stood on the site. This mill was powered by 
water drawn through a mill race. The mill race ran from Popes Lane, where water 
was taken from the river via a sluice, along the northern boundary of the reservoir 
and into the mill complex. This complex stood on what is today the south western 
corner of Catesby Business Park. The mill stream then carried on along the northern 
edge of the Recreation Ground towards Westhill Road following the line of the 
drainage ditch which runs along the northern boundary.  
 
6.2 Past Land Management 
 
Prior to the enclosure period of the 18th Century the entire area surrounding the LNR 
was low lying wet meadow which would have been used as grazing land for 
livestock. 
 
In 1774 an Enclosure Award was granted to an area of land which today includes the 
meadows that surround Merecroft.  
The first records of specific ownership of Merecroft appear in 1844 when the Tithe 
Map and associated Appointment Documents were issued. These documents name 
Mr. Robert Edward Eden Mynors as the owner of an area known as Long Meadow 
which encompassed what is today Merecoft. The land was managed and farmed by 
Mr. John Phillips at New House Farm which stood on what is today Kings Hill Drive.  
 
The Recreation Ground by 1884 was managed as farmland comprising fields 
marked out by hedgerows. During the 1960’s this area passed into the ownership of 
Birmingham City Council and has been managed as Public Open Space (POS) ever 
since. 
 
Wychall Reservoir was originally constructed as a canal compensation reservoir by 
the Worcester Canal Company in the early 19th century. At this time the reservoir 
covered 6.72 hectares. By 1884 the build up of sediment and the process of 
secondary succession had resulted in the lost of approx. 1 hectare of surface area. 
By 1904 another hectare had been lost and a further hectare lost by 1936.  
Birmingham City Council took ownership of the reservoir site during the early 1960’s 
and managed the site as a POS. 
The surface area of the reservoir currently covers just 15% of its original size. This 
loss reflects a decline in management for water retention initiated by the decreasing 
use of the canal network as a means of transportation as well as the deliberate 
piercing of the dam by British Waterways. 
 
The Peafield Site in 1884 comprised two fields belonging to Wychall Farm. This farm 
was on the site now occupied by St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic High School. By 1904 
the northern half had become a nursery while the southern half remained as 
farmland. Birmingham City Council took ownership of the site in 1964 at which time 
the northern half was converted into public allotments. These allotments remained in 
use until the 1980s when the land was turned over to the Parks Department and 
managed as a POS.   
 
 
 
 



 
6.3 Present Land Management
 
As part of the LNR designation process a management plan was developed. This 
management plan outlined a number of projects which would allow the LNR to 
develop as an area for conservation and education.  
Birmingham’s Parks and Nature Conservation Division are responsible for the LNR 
with the Northfield Ranger providing day to day on site support.   
In 2004 the FKNLNR was set up in order to provide a means for land management 
to take place outside of the provision from Birmingham City Council. Engaging with 
the local community they carry out a wide range of practical conservation and 
promotional tasks. These tasks have allowed the site to develop along the themes 
set out within the original management plan and as a result the LNR has a strong 
identity within the local and wider Birmingham area.  
 
Appendix 9 contains listings of the projects set out within the original management 
plan and outlines the work carried out by the FKNLNR. 
 
6.4 Past Site Status 
 
1982 Wychall Reservoir designated as a Site 

of Importance to Nature Conservation 
(SINC).  

1989 Merecroft southern meadows, pool and 
dam designated as a SINC. 

1989 Wychall Reservoir and Merecroft 
identified as potential Local Nature 
Reserves (pLNR). 

 
6.5 Present Site Status 
 
The designation of Kings Norton LNR took place in October 2005 and brought 
together Merecroft, the Recreation Ground and Wychall Reservoir into one unit.  
 
6.6 Public Use and Interest  
 
6.6.1 General Site Use 
 
The activities that take place across the LNR include bird watching, cycling, dog 
walking, football, jogging and general play.  
 
6.6.2 Local Community 
 
In 1999 the Friends of Wychall Reservoir (FWR) were set up to represent the 
interests of local stakeholders. In 2004 the FWR expanded to consider wider issues 
within the local area. Joining with other local stake holders resulted in the formation 
of the FKNLNR. 
As well as carrying out the vital conservation tasks required on site the FKNLNR aim 
to raise the profile of the LNR locally and regionally. Over the past two years they 
have held an annual open day within the LNR. This open day provided an 



opportunity for many local community and environmental groups to come together in 
order to promote their services. 
 
6.6.3 Education 
 
The site has been used on an occasional basis for education. In the summer of 2002      
an educational officer from the Natural Curriculum Project (A Wildlife Trust Project) 
used the site to carryout a project with groups of local school children and their 
parents. Since then the LNR has been used by the City Councils Environmental 
Warden Scheme and the Northfield Ranger as an educational facility.   
 
6.6.4 Research 
 
The LNR has no ongoing research projects planned. 
 
 
7. Objectives 
 
7.1 Adopted Objectives  
 
The following table contains the 9 objectives that were identified within the previous 
management plan and have been adopted again as key targets for the next 5 years: 
 
Objective 1 To maintain and appropriately enhance the biodiversity of 

the water bodies 
Objective 2 To maintain and appropriately enhance the biodiversity of 

the meadows 
Objective 3 To maintain and appropriately enhance the biodiversity of 

the woodland 
Objective 4 To maintain and appropriately enhance the biodiversity of 

the freshwater courses 
Objective 5 To promote KNLNR as a resource for local educational 

establishments 
Objective 6 To ensure site safety of all site users in accordance with 

appropriate legislation 
Objective 7 To safeguard the site and protect from illegal activities 
Objective 8 To maintain and enhance public amenity and appreciation 
Objective 9 To improve the existing knowledge of site biodiversity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7.2 Desirable Status 
 
The following table outlines the desirable status or preferred conditions for each of 
the 9 adopted objectives. Again these have been taken from the previous 
management plan as they relate to the 9 adopted objectives: 
 
Objective 1 Pollution free with healthy populations of breeding fish, 

birds and freshwater invertebrates. Non-natives kept to a 
minimum 

Objective 2 Nutrient poor meadows allowing non aggressive species to 
compete against the more aggressive species such as 
nettle, bramble and dock.  

Objective 3 Rich in appropriate native species with a layered woodland 
structure. Field layer containing bluebell, lesser celandine, 
wood sorrel, wood avens and wood anemone. Shrub layer 
containing bramble, hawthorn, hazel, holly, birch, bird 
cherry, elder and other young trees or coppice stools.  
Canopy layer containing mature trees of oak, ash, alder, 
beech, willow, poplar, and rowan  

Objective 4 Dependant on the requirements made for flood defence. 
Some compromises can be made so that the water 
courses can flow more naturally 

Objective 5 Regular educational activities carried out on site 
Objective 6 Regular monitoring and maintenance where required 
Objective 7 Regular monitoring 
Objective 8 Regular maintenance of access and facilities 
Objective 9 Up to date records of habitats, species and activities on 

and around the site.  
 
 
 
8. Evaluation 
 
8.1 Methodology 
 
Section 7.1 forms the basis of the evaluation of the LNR. The objectives allow the 
site to be broken down into a series of features (8.2) which in turn, following an 
evaluation process, allow for a programme of works to be devised. The programme 
of works, or the prescription (section 9), will take into account and work towards the 
desirable status for each of the 9 objectives as laid out in section 7.2.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8.2 KNLNR Features List 
 
 

Feature Code 
Compartments 

Merecroft Pool AQ01 
Wychall Reservoir AQ02 
Beaks Hill Triangle MW01 

Old Orchard MW02 
Grazing Field MW03 

Sheila’s Meadow MW04 
Pinehurst Meadow MW05 

British Waterways Meadow MW06 
Daffodil Meadow MW07 

Wychall Meadow East MW08 
Wychall Meadow West MW09 

Downcroft MW10 
Dam Meadow MW11 

Nettlefield MW12 
Burnet Meadow MW13 

Peafield MW14 
Reservoir Wetland WL01 

Two Ponds WL02 
Popes Thicket WL03 

Wet Willow WL04 
Merecroft Wood WD01 
Stepping Wood WD02 
Reservoir Wood WD03 
Allotment Wood WD04 

West Croft Sticks WD05 
Linear Features 

Hedgerows LN01 
Watercourses LN02 

Biological Data 
Species Lists BD01 

Education 
Formal Education ED01 
Informal Education ED02 

Access 
Entrance Points AC01 

Formal Footpaths AC02 
Desire Lines AC03 

Promotion 
Open Day PR01 

Published Events PR02 
Newsletter PR03 

Notice Boards PR04 



 
Miscellaneous  

Graffiti and Vandalism MS01 
LNR Expansion  MS02 

Policy and Procedure MS03 
Friends Membership MS04 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8.3 Evaluation of Site Features 
 
 

Feature Current Status Issues Action Point 

AQ01 
 

1.25 hectares - Open water  - 
Silted - Little fringing/emergent 
vegetation - Decaying organic 
material around edges - Existence 
of swan mussel (Anodonta 
cygnea) suggest good water 
quality. 

Wind 
blown/dropped 
litter.  
 
Pollution events 
via stream. 

Survey required.

AQ02 0.86 hectares - Open water - 
Heavily silted Little fringing/ 
emergent vegetation - Water 
quality poor - Currently maintained 
as a flood alleviation structure - 
Suitable habitat for teal (Anas 
crecca) and other water birds. 

Heavily littered 
within and 
around water 
body due to 
accessibility.  
 
Sedimentation. 

Survey required.

MW01 0.77 hectares - Neutral grassland - 
Species rich - cocksfoot (Dactylis 
glomerata), common bent 
(Agrostis tenuis), meadow foxtail 
(Alopecurus pratensis), Yorkshire 
fog (Holcus lanatus) - North 
eastern corner wet with standing 
water with creeping buttercup 
(Ranunculus repens), 
meadowsweet (Filipendula 
ulmaria) and great willow herb 
(Epilobium hirsutum). 

Crack willow 
(Salix fragilis) 
encroachment 
along north 
eastern 
boundary. 
 
Anthropogenic 
disturbance. 

Crack willow 
removal. 
 
Conservation 
cut. 

MW02 0.41 hectares - Neutral grassland - 
Dominated by coarse grasses with 
creeping buttercup, broadleaved 
dock (Rumex obtusifolius) and 
lesser celandine (Ranunculus 
ficaria) - A dense stand of laurel 
with hazel (Corylus avellana), 
sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) 
and ivy (Hedera spp.) runs along 
the eastern boundary. 

Bramble 
(Rubus spp.) 
encroachment 
along northern 
boundary. 

Bramble 
removal from 
meadow. 
 
Conservation 
cut. 

MW03 2.38 hectares - Pasture land - 
Heavily grazed - Species found 
include creeping buttercup, daisy 
(Bellis perennis), ribwort plantain 
(Plantago lanceolata), lady’s 
mantle (Alchemilla vulgaris) and 
ox-eye daisy (Leucanthemum 
vulgare).      

- - 



MW04 0.56 hectares - Flushed grassland  
- Marshland communities including 
creeping buttercup,  
marsh thistle (Cirsium palustre), 
ragged robin (Lychnis flos-cuculi) 
and brooklime (Veronica 
beccabunga). 

Bramble 
encroachment 
along east and 
west 
boundaries. 

Bramble 
removal from 
eastern 
boundary. 

MW05 0.60 hectares - Neutral grassland - 
Species found include cocksfoot, 
common bent, meadow foxtail, soft 
rush (Juncus effusus), creeping 
buttercup, lady’s mantle and lesser 
celandine - A small seasonal pond 
exists towards the centre of the 
compartment.        

Scrub 
encroachment 
along western 
boundary. 
 
See AC03. 

Conservation 
cut of central 
area. 

MW06 0.80 hectares - Neutral grassland 
species found include cocksfoot, 
common bent, meadow foxtail, 
Great Burnet (Sanguisorba 
officinalis) and soft rush - Pockets 
of scrub occur within the meadow 
with hawthorn (Crataegus 
monogyna) and dog rose (Rosa 
canina) - A dense stand of scrub 
occurs along the eastern boundary 
with red campion (Silene dioica). 

Scrub 
encroachment 
along eastern 
boundary. 

Conservation 
cut. 

MW07 0.27 hectares - Short mown 
amenity grassland - Species found 
include cocksfoot, common bent, 
meadow foxtail, greater plantain 
(Plantago major), ribwort plantain, 
hogweed (Heracleum 
sphondylium) - Planting of non-
native daffodils has taken place 
around cut desire lines.     

Wind 
blown/dropped 
litter.  

Conservation 
cut. 

MW08 0.48 hectares - Short mown 
amenity grassland - Species found 
include cocksfoot, common bent, 
meadow foxtail, greater plantain, 
ribwort plantain - The northern 
fringe includes species such as 
nettle (Urtica dioica) and bramble.  

- Conservation 
cut. 



 
MW09 0.76 hectares - Short mown 

amenity grassland - Species found 
include cocksfoot, common bent, 
meadow foxtail, greater plantain, 
ribwort plantain - A small patch of 
comfrey (Symphytum officinale) is 
located at the western corner 
along the boundary with the 
industrial estate. The northern 
fringe includes species such as 
nettle, bramble and in a few places 
Japanese knotweed (Fallopia 
japonica). Himalayan balsam can 
be found growing along the 
riparian zone.  

Himalayan 
balsam 
encroachment 
along riparian 
zone. 
 
Japanese 
knotweed 
encroachment 
along the 
northern 
boundary.  

Himalayan 
balsam removal.
 
Japanese 
knotweed 
removal. 
 
Conservation 
cut. 

MW10 0.24 hectares - Short mown 
amenity grassland - Species found 
include common bent, meadow 
foxtail, yorkshire fog. 

- Conservation 
cut. 

MW11 1.43 hectares - Neutral grassland - 
Species found include cocksfoot, 
yorkshire fog, timothy (Phleum 
pratense), red fescue (Festuca 
rubra) - Legume rich compartment 
including red clover (Trifolium 
pratense), white clover (T. repens), 
lesser trefoil (T. dubium), common 
vetch (Vicia satvia).  

- Conservation 
cut. 

MW12 1.55 hectares - Large stand of 
nettle with a varied under-story of 
bryophytes - Some willow herbs. 

- - 

MW13 0.32 hectares - Neutral grassland - 
Species include  
cocksfoot, meadow foxtail, rough 
meadow grass (Poa trivialis), 
smooth meadow grass (P. 
pratensis), great burnet 
(Sanguisorba officinalis) and 
hogweed (Heracleum 
sphondylium).    

- - 



 
MW14 1.89 hectares - Neutral grassland - 

Species include cocksfoot, 
meadow foxtail, rough meadow 
grass (Poa trivialis), smooth 
meadow grass (P. pratensis), 
Yorkshire fog - Legume rich 
compartment species found 
include hop trefoil (Trifolium 
campestre) and Birdsfoot Trefoil 
(Lotus corniculatus) - Meadow 
supports a population of long -
winged coneheads (Conocephalus 
discolor) and Roesel’s bush cricket 
(Metrioptera roeselii) - Scattered 
across the meadow are a number 
of ornamental trees, birches 
(Betula spp.) and willows (Salix 
spp.).  

Bramble 
encroachment 
throughout 
meadow. 
 
Anthropogenic 
disturbance. 

Conservation 
Strip Cut. 

WL01 3.36 hectares - Secondary willow 
carr - Species found include goat 
willow (Salix caprea),  
crack willow (Salix fragilis), osier 
(Salix viminalis) and lesser 
reedmace (Typha augustifolia )- 
also found are alder (Alnus 
glutinosa), hawthorn and 
blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) - 
Large amounts of dead wood exist 
within this compartment  - 
Ephemeral pools found within the 
compartment should support 
populations of amphibians.       

Himalayan 
balsam 
encroachment. 
 

Himalayan 
balsam removal.
 

WL02 0.17 hectares - Secondary willow 
carr - Species found include crack 
willow, goat willow, common nettle, 
creeping buttercup, hogweed and 
cow parsley - Compartment 
contains two ponds connected by 
an ephemeral ditch - eastern pond 
dominated by lesser reed mace – 
western pond dominated by 
common reed (Phragmites 
australis).   

Secondary 
succession 
around ponds. 

Control of 
emergent 
vegetation and 
surrounding 
willows. 



 
WL03 0.95 hectares - Secondary willow 

carr - Dominated by crack willow - 
Some goat willow - Ground flora 
dominated by common nettle, 
hogweed, great willow herb 
(Epilobium hirsutum), garlic 
mustard (Alliaria petiolata) and 
Ramsons (Allium ursinum). 

Himalayan 
balsam 
encroachment. 
 

Himalayan 
balsam removal.
 

WL04 1.37 hectares - Secondary willow 
carr - Species found include goat 
willow (Salix caprea), crack willow  
(Salix fragilis) and osier (Salix 
viminalis) - Ephemeral pools found 
within the compartment should 
support populations of amphibians.  

Himalayan 
balsam 
encroachment.  
 

Himalayan 
balsam removal.
 

WD01 0.52 hectares - Mixed woodland - 
Dominated by horse chestnut 
(Aesculus hippocastanum), 
common lime (Tilia x vulgaris), 
Corsican pine (Pinus nigra spp.), 
hawthorn and sycamore - Some 
crack willow - Ground flora 
includes bluebells (Hyacinthoides 
non-scripta), lesser celandine, dog 
violet (Viola riviniana) and 
honeysuckle (Lonicera 
periclymenum) - Bramble and 
nettle present.      

Bramble 
encroachment 
throughout.  
 
Anthropogenic 
disturbance. 

Removal of non-
native species. 

WD02 2.48 hectares - Mixed Woodland - 
Dominated by sycamore, crack 
willow with alder and hawthorn - 
Ground flora includes bluebell, 
hogweed, cow parsley, wood 
anemone (Anemone nemorosa), 
garlic mustard - Ramsons 
dominate the riparian zone -   
Considerable clearance work has 
occurred with dead hedging and 
hazel planting - non-native 
daffodils - laurel forms a low open 
hedge along the boundary with the 
Sustrans Cycle Path.  

Himalayan 
balsam 
encroachment 
along riparian 
zone. 
 
Anthropogenic 
disturbance. 

Removal of non-
native species. 
 
Maintenance of 
informal 
pathway. 



 
WD03 0.91 hectares - Semi natural 

woodland - Species found include 
hazel, elder (Sambucus nigra), 
pedunculate oak (Quercus robur), 
sycamore, blackthorn and 
hawthorn - Tight canopy - Some 
open canopy with ground cover 
including bramble, nettle, great 
bindweed (Calystegia sylvatica), 
creeping buttercup, red dead nettle 
(Lamium purpureum), male fern 
(Dryopteris filix-mas), wall barley 
(Hordeum murinum) and Yorkshire 
fog.     

Himalayan 
balsam 
encroachment 
along riparian 
zone. 
 

Himalayan 
balsam removal.
 

WD04 2.66 hectares - Mixed 
woodland - Hawthorn and 
blackthorn - pedunculate oak with 
downy birch (Betula pubescens), 
hazel, hawthorn, crack willow and 
sycamore -  
Ground flora includes ramsons, 
creeping buttercup, wood sorrel 
(Oxalis acetosella), male fern, 
hogweed and ground elder 
(Aegopodium podagraria) - 
Himalayan balsam established in 
remains of old pool in the eastern 
corner. 

Himalayan 
balsam 
encroachment. 
 

Himalayan 
balsam removal.
 

WD05 0.24 hectares - Scrub - narrow 
band of hawthorn, alder and 
sycamore -  
Ground flora includes hogweed, 
creeping buttercup, nettle,  
bramble and course grass - 
Japanese knotweed is established 
and spreading.   

Japanese 
knotweed 
encroachment 
along the 
northern 
boundary. 

Japanese 
knotweed 
removal. 

LN01 The LNR has a number of 
hedgerows growing around the  
site - In their current state they 
provide suitable habitat for a 
variety of resident birds and  
other wildlife however no 
programme of maintenance  
exists and so most are rather  
open and spare or creating linear 
woodland - A study needs to take 
place to look at the feasibility for  
repair, replacement and 
maintenance.  

- Study of KNLNR 
hedgerows. 



 
LN02 Samples taken by the Environment 

Agency since 1990 show that the 
chemical quality of the River Rea 
has been improving and in 2007 a 
grade C was recorded - The 
biological quality of the water 
however is poor - In 2007 a grade 
E was recorded - The likely cause 
of this is the nature of the 
catchment within the local setting 
combined with an almost total loss 
of natural river features - The 
channelized nature of the River 
Rea through the site has meant a 
reduction in exposed bank habitat 
which would provide suitable 
habitat for both kingfishers (Alcedo 
atthis) and water vole (Arvicola 
terrestris) - All of the water courses 
within the LNR are effected by 
occasional pollution events with 
Merecroft suffering from frequent 
grey water events via a drain 
which enters the pool at its most 
southerly point.  

- 
 

Pollution events 
must be 
recorded and 
reported to the 
appropriate 
authority. 
 
Balance on site 
between flood 
prevention and 
nature 
conservation 
must be sought 
in consultation 
with relevant 
bodies. 

BD01 Avian records for the LNR are 
extensive due to the work of local 
residents as are the floral listings - 
Records for all other groups are 
poor and those that do exist have 
been completed on a ad-hoc basis 
- An ongoing systematic survey 
would provide the information 
missing.   

Limited by 
availability of 
recorders.  

Training of 
volunteers and 
a survey 
programme. 

ED01 LNR currently underused as a 
formal educational resource -       
Strong potential across whole LNR 
for curricular activities covering 
aspects of biology, geography, 
history and arts given current trend 
towards environmental awareness 
- Eight primary schools and four 
secondary schools within suitable 
walking distance.   

Limited by 
availability of 
Northfield 
Ranger 
Service. 

 

Maintain site 
usage.  
 
Where possible 
increase site 
usage. 



 
ED02 Limited onsite provision - no 

facilities available for leaflet 
distribution -  
Online provision good -  
Internet search contains much 
information on the site, 
the history and the wildlife found 
within.     

Merecoft has 
no site specific 
interpretation 
panel. 
 
Vandalism of 
signage an 
issue across 
the LNR. 

Funding 
required for new 
and 
replacement 
panels. 
 
New site Leaflet 
required. 

AC01 The site is well served by entrance 
points with signage to denote 
passage into an LNR - Open 
access points allow for disabled 
access into most areas of the site 
though passage beyond is a 
problem (AC02) - Works access is 
well provided for with locked gating 
into all areas - Some fence lines 
need consolidating as unofficial 
access points have opened up in 
places around Wychall Reservoir 
and Peafield. 

Dumping of 
domestic 
waste. 

Formal access 
point onto 
Popes Lane 
site. 

AC02 The LNR is crossed by several 
footpaths which allow for good 
access across the site however  
the network does lack definition -  
The Sustrans Cycle Path allows 
for full access in parallel with the 
river throughout the Recreation 
Ground, Wychall Reservoir and  
the southern section of the 
proposed Peafield LNR  
extension site -  
Merecoft has a network of 
footpaths and one right of way 
however all are uneven and  
some are passable only with great 
difficulty due to overgrowth and 
remnants of old fence lines. 

Meadow Hill -
Beaks Hill is 
very uneven 
and would not 
allow for easy 
wheelchair 
access. 
 
Meadow Hill - 
West Hill Road 
blocked by 
metal fencing at 
Pinehurst 
Meadow and 
uneven 
overgrown from 
there on. 

Removal of 
impingements 
along pathways. 



 
AC03 A number of desire lines are cut 

into the meadows and woodland to 
open up access to the reserve 
throughout the year  - A recently 
constructed foot path through 
Stepping Wood (WD02) has 
improved access further by 
allowing a clear view of the river as 
it passes through the compartment 
- The current desire lines provide 
adequate alternatives for foot 
traffic and allow for a more in 
depth view of the LNR. 

Pinehurst 
meadow 
(MW05) would 
benefit from the 
provision of a 
circular desire 
line cut into the 
meadow.  

- 

PR01 Over the past two years the 
FKNLNR have held an open day - 
This event provides a focus for the 
promotion of the LNR and brings 
together many other local 
conservation groups and service 
providers - Well publicised this 
event has been tremendously 
successful on both occasions and 
attracts a great deal of interest 
within south Birmingham.  

Time and 
resource 
constrained.  

Bi-annual open 
day. 

PR02 An ongoing Tuesday WorkOut 
programme led by the FKNLNR 
has allowed weekly conservation 
tasks to take place - Due to its size 
the LNR has the potential for a 
much wider variety of events with 
high uptake - An ongoing 
programme of officer led events is 
in place and publicised within 
Birmingham City Councils Out and 
About Leaflet - Further publicity is 
currently achieved via local medias 
outlets such as The Birmingham 
Mail, Evening Mail and 
Birmingham City Council’s 
website.  

Limited by 
availability of 
Northfield 
Ranger 
Service. 

Ongoing 
programme of 
varied events on 
site throughout 
the year.  



 
PR03 The FKNLNR currently produce a 

quarterly newsletter detailing 
developments and points of 
interest in regards the LNR as well 
as outlining forth coming events - 
Currently the circulation is low and 
limited to members of the Friends 
Group - Wider circulation would 
help to increase interest in LNR. 

Circulation 
currently limited 
by cost and 
available 
volunteer hours. 

Production of 
new leaflet to 
encompass 
recent works 
and changes 
within LNR 

PR04 The provision of notice boards is 
good - The four notice boards are 
located at the main entrances and 
are well used to promote the LNR 
and to detail forth-coming events 
and activities.  

Graffiti on 
signage an issue 
across the LNR 

- 

MS01 The LNR suffers from occurrences 
of both graffiti and vandalism - 
Individual incidents of vandalism 
are infrequent, however 
occurrences of graffiti are frequent 
and many of the signs and notice 
boards are currently affected - 
Regular clean ups take place to 
minimise the impact of individual 
occurrences.  

- - 

MS02 The LNR currently comprises 
20.63 hectares, however there is a 
desire to extend the boundary of 
the LNR to encompass the land 
situated to the west of Popes Lane 
- This extension would increase 
the size of the LNR by 6.48 
hectares. 

There are a 
number of issues 
that need to be 
addressed both 
at a local level 
and City Council 
level before re-
designation of 
land can take 
place. 

A working 
group should 
be set up to 
look at 
addressing 
these problems 
and to move 
forward with 
the re-
designation 

MS03 The FKNLNR currently have no 
formal policy pack in place - A 
policy pack would be a valuable 
resource as it would outline the 
ways in which issues with 
residents and site users should be 
resolved.  

All polices and 
procedures must 
be in line with 
those of 
Birmingham City 
Council. 

A working 
group should 
be set up to 
work along side 
city officers to 
devise a policy 
pack for 
volunteers. 



 
MS04 The FKNLNR membership stands 

at over 150 individuals however 
the “active” membership, those 
involved with administration and 
practical work, currently number 
less than 20 - A wide range of 
demographic groups would be 
beneficial to the FKNLNR when 
considering its long term stability.  

- Develop a 
wider active 
membership. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. Prescription 
 
 
Works 
Code 

Feature        Job Description 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Responsibility

P01 MW01 One conservation cut - whole meadow.  x     x x x x BPN 
P02 MW01 20% crack willow removal - NE corner. x     x x x x FKNLNR 
P03 MW02 20% bramble removal - centre of 

meadow. 
x     x x x x FKNLNR 

P04 MW04 One conservation cut - whole meadow. x     x x x x BPN 
P05 MW04 20% bramble removal - eastern 

boundary.  
x     x x x x FKNLNR 

P06 MW05 33% conservation cut (plus previous cut) 
- central meadow.   

x     x x - - BPN 

P07 MW06 One conservation cut - whole meadow. x     x x x x FKNLNR 
P08 MW07 One conservation cut - whole meadow. x     x x x x BPN 
P09 MW08 One conservation cut - whole meadow. x     x x x x BPN 
P10 MW09 One conservation cut - whole meadow. x     x x x x BPN 
P11 MW11 One conservation cut - whole meadow. x     x x x x EA (FKNLNR) 
P12 MW14 10% strip cut - moving across meadow.  x     x x x x BPN 
P13 WL02 10% emergent vegetation removal from 

both ponds.  
x     x x x x FKNLNR 

P14       WL02 Maintenance of trees surrounding both 
ponds. 

x x x x x FKNLNR 

P15 WD01 10% non-native plant and tree species 
removal. 

x     x x x x FKNLNR 



 
P16 WD02 10% non-native plant and tree species 

removal. 
x     x x x x FKNLNR 

P17 WD02 Maintenance of informal pathway.  x     x x x x FKNLNR 
P18 WD02 One cut of laurel hedging along 

Sustrans Cycle Route. 
x     x x x x FKNLNR 

P19 WD03 10% non-native plant and tree species 
removal. 

x     x x x x FKNLNR 

P20 WD04 10% non-native plant and tree species 
removal. 

x     x x x x FKNLNR 

P21 WD05 10% non-native plant and tree species 
removal. 

x     x x x x FKNLNR 

P22 LN01 Study of hedgerows to identify possible 
future works. 

x     - - - - BPN 

P23 BD01 Training of volunteers for ongoing 
survey work.  

x     - - - - FKNLNR 

P24 BD01 Coordination an ongoing programme of 
survey work.  

x     x x x x BPN 

P25 ED01 Maintain current site usage. x     x x x x BPN 
P26 ED01 Increase site usage where opportunity 

arises. 
x     x x x x BPN/FKNLNR 

P27 ED02 Secure funding for new interpretation 
panels for LNR.  

x     x - - - FKNLNR 

P28 AC01 Ensure all access points are safe, 
welcoming and inviting. 

x     x x x x FKNLNR 

P29 AC01 Removal of any impingements to access 
points. 

x     x x x x FKNLNR/BPN 

P30 AC01 Formalise an access point onto Popes 
Lane site.  

-     x - - - FKNLNR 



 
P31 AC02 Removal of metal fencing across 

Meadow Hill - Westhill Road footpath. 
x     - - - - BPN 

P32 PR01 KNLNR open day held on site.  -     x - x - FKNLNR 
P33 PR02 Ongoing programme of “Tuesday 

WorkOuts”. 
x     x x x x FKNLNR 

P34 PR02 Ongoing programme of Out and About 
activities. 

x     x x x x BPN 

P35 PR03 Quarterly production of KNLNR 
newsletter.   

x     x x x x FKNLNR 

P36 PR03 Production of a new KNLNR site leaflet. -     x - - - FKNLNR 
P37 PR04 Use of notice boards to advertise events 

within LNR. 
x     x x x x FKNLNR 

P38 MS01 Removal of graffiti and the clean up of 
vandalism.  

x     x x x x BPN 

P39 MS02 Expansion of LNR onto the Popes Lane 
Site - Formal designation. 

x     x x x x FKNLNR/BPN 

P40 MS03 Production of policy and procedures 
inline with BCC.  

x     - - - - FKNLNR 

P41 MS03 Annual review of policy and procedures. -     x x x x FKNLNR 
P42 MS04 Maintain and develop active friends 

membership. 
x     x x x x FKNLNR 

 
 
 
BPN  - Birmingham Parks and Nature Conservation 
FKNLNR - Friends of Kings Norton Local Nature Reserve 
EA  - Environment Agency 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 1 
 

Kings Norton LNR Boundary Map 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Appendix 2 
 

Site Boundary Maps 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 3 
 

Land Tenure Maps 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 4 
 

KNLNR Access Audit  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 5 
 

Aerial Photography 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Appendix 6 
 

LNR Compartment Detail Map 



 
 

Compartment Code Compartment size 
hectares (h) 

Compartment Name 

AQ01 1.25h Merecroft Pool 
AQ02 0.86h Wychall Reservoir 
MW01 0.77h Beaks Hill Triangle 
MW02 0.41h Old Orchard 
MW03 2.38h Grazing Field 
MW04 0.56h Sheila’s Meadow 
MW05 0.60h Pinehurst Meadow 
MW06 0.85h British Waterways Meadow
MW07 0.27h Daffodil Meadow 
MW08 0.48h Wychall Meadow East 
MW09 0.76h Wychall Meadow West 
MW10 0.24h Downcroft 
MW11 1.43h Dam Meadow 
MW12 1.38h Nettlefield 
MW13 0.32h Burnet Meadow 
MW14 1.89h Peafield 
WL01 3.36h Reservoir Wetland 
WL02 0.17h Two Ponds 
WL03 0.95h Popes Thicket 
WL04 1.37h Wet Willow 
WD01 0.52h Merecroft Wood 
WD02 2.48h Stepping Wood 
WD03 0.91h Reservoir Wood 
WD04 2.66h Allotment Wood 
WD05 0.24h West Croft Sticks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Appendix 7 

 
Species List 



Species list for Merecroft, the Recreation Ground and Wychall Reservoir 
EcoRecord Nov 2003 

 
Anas platyrhynchos Mallard 

Aythya fuligula Tufted Duck 
Branta canadensis Canada Goose 

Ardea cinerea Grey Heron 
Columba palumbus Woodpigeon 

Streptopelia decaocto Collared Dove 
Fulica atra Coot 

Aegithalos caudatus Long-tailed Tit 
Carduelis chloris Greenfinch 
Carduelis spinus Siskin 
Certhia familiaris Treecreeper 
Corvus frugilegus Rook 
Erithacus rubecula Robin 
Fringilla coelebs Chaffinch 

Garrulus glandarius Jay 
Motacilla cinerea Grey Wagtail 

Parus ater Coal Tit 
Parus caeruleus Blue Tit 

Parus major Great Tit 
Passer domesticus House Sparrow 

Pica pica Magpie 
Prunella modularis Dunnock 
Pyrrhula pyrrhula Bullfinch 
Regulus regulus Goldcrest 
Sturnus vulgaris Starling 

Troglodytes troglodytes Wren 
Turdus merula Blackbird 

Turdus philomelos Song Thrush 
Turdus viscivorus Mistle Thrush 

Dendrocopos major Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Picidae sp. Woodpecker (unidentified) 

Podiceps cristatus Great Crested Grebe 
 

Peziza repanda a lichen or fungus 
Clavulinopsis corniculata a chantarelle 

Polyporus squamosus Dryad's Saddle 
 

Lophocolea heterophylla a liverwort 
Marchantia polymorpha sens. lat. a liverwort 

Atrichum undulatum a hair-moss 
Brachythecium rutabulum a moss 
Brachythecium velutinum a moss 
Homalothecium sericeum a moss 

Mnium hornum a moss 
Plagiomnium undulatum a moss 



Rhizomnium punctatum a moss 
 

Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail 
Equisetum palustre Marsh Horsetail 

Acorus calamus Sweet-flag 
Agrostis tenuis Common Bent  

Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent 
Alisma plantago-aquatica Water-plantain 
Alopecurus geniculatus Marsh Foxtail 
Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail 

Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass 
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass 

Arum maculatum Lords-and-ladies 
Carex acutiformis Lesser Pond-sedge 

Carex pseudocyperus Cyperus Sedge 
Carex riparia Great Pond-sedge 

Carex sp. a sedge 
Convallaria majalis Lily of the Valley 
Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail 
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot 

Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair-grass 
Elytrigia repens Common Couch 

Festuca sp. a fescue 
Fritillaria meleagris Fritillary 
Galanthus nivalis Snowdrop 
Glyceria fluitans Floating Sweet-grass 
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog 
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell 
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris 

Juncus bufonius agg. Toad Rush [agg.] 
Juncus effusus Soft Rush 
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass 

Narcissus pseudonarcissus a daffodil 
orchid species an orchid 

Phleum pratense sens.lat. Timothy 
Poa pratensis sens.lat. Smooth Meadow-grass 

Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass 
Polygonatum multiflorum Solomon's-seal 

Potamogeton natans Broad-leaved Pondweed 
Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed 

Typha angustifolia Lesser Reedmace 
Acer campestre Field Maple 
Acer negundo Ashleaf Maple 

Acer platanoides Norway Maple 
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore 
Achillea millefolium Yarrow 

Aegopodium podagraria Ground-elder 



Aesculus carnea Red Horse-chestnut 
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut 
Alchemilla vulgaris agg. Lady's-mantle 

Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard 
Anemone nemorosa Wood Anemone 
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley 
Armoracia rusticana Horse-radish 

Bellis perennis Daisy 
Berula erecta Lesser Water-parsnip 

Betula pubescens Downy Birch 
Betula sp. a birch 

Bidens cernua Nodding Bur-marigold 
Callitriche platycarpa Various-leaved Water-starwort 

Callitriche sp. a water-starwort 
Caltha palustris Marsh Marigold 

Calystegia sepium s.l. Hedge Bindweed 
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse 

Cardamine flexuosa Wavy Bitter-cress 
Cardamine hirsuta Hairy Bitter-cress 

Cardamine pratensis Cuckoo-flower 
Carpinus betulus Hornbeam 
Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut 
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed 

Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear 
Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear 

Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb 
Chenopodium polyspermum Many-seeded Goosefoot 

Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle 
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle 
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle 

Conopodium majus Pignut 
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood 
Corylus avellana Hazel 

Crataegus laevigata Midland Hawthorn 
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 

Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard 
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove 
Epilobium ciliatum American Willowherb 
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb 

Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb 
Fagus sylvatica Beech 

Fallopia japonica Japanese Knotweed 
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet 

Frangula alnus Alder Buckthorn 
Fraxinus excelsior Ash 

Galium aparine Cleavers 
Galium palustre ssp. elongatum a common marsh-bedstraw 

Geranium pusillum Small-flowered Crane's-bill 



Geranium robertianum Herb-robert 
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy 

Hedera helix Ivy 
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed 
Hypericum tetrapterum Square-stalked St. John's-wort 
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear 

Ilex aquifolium Holly 
Impatiens glandulifera Indian Balsam 

Juglans regia Walnut 
Lamium album White Dead-nettle 

Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle 
Lapsana communis Nipplewort 
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling 

Leontodon autumnalis Autumnal Hawkbit 
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy 

Ligustrum sp. a privet 
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle 

Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil 
Lychnis flos-cuculi Ragged Robin 

Lycopus europaeus Gipsywort 
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife 
Malus domestica Apple 
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow 

Matricaria discoidea Pineapple Weed 
Mentha aquatica Water Mint 
Mentha arvensis Corn Mint 

Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury 
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not 

Myosotis laxa Tufted Forget-me-not 
Myosotis sp. a forget-me-not 
Nuphar lutea Yellow Water-lily 

Nymphaea alba White Water-lily 
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia 

Odontites vernus ssp. serotinus a red bartsia 
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort 
Persicaria bistorta Common Bistort 

Persicaria hydropiper Water-pepper 
Persicaria maculosa Redshank 

Philadelphus sp. a mock-orange 
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain 

Plantago major Greater Plantain 
Plantago media Hoary Plantain 

Polygonum aviculare agg. Knotgrass [agg.] 
Populus candicans balm-of-Gilead 

Populus nigra a black poplar 
Populus nigra 'Italica' Lombardy-poplar 

Populus x canadensis (P. deltoides x nigra) Hybrid Black Poplar 
Potentilla anserina Silverweed 



Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil 
Primula vulgaris Primrose 
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal 
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn 
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak 
Quercus sp. an oak 

Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup 
Ranunculus ficaria Lesser Celandine 

Ranunculus flammula Lesser Spearwort 
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup 

Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron 
Robinia pseudoacacia False Acacia 

Rosa canina agg. Dog Rose 
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble 

Rubus idaeus Raspberry 
Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel 

Rumex acetosella s.l. Sheep's Sorrel [agg.] 
Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock 

Rumex crispus Curled Dock 
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock 
Sagina procumbens Procumbent Pearlwort 

Salix babylonica Weeping Willow 
Salix caprea Goat Willow 
Salix fragilis Crack Willow 

Salix sp. a sallow 
Sambucus nigra Elder 

Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet 
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort 

Scutellaria minor Lesser Skullcap 
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel 

Silene dioica Red Campion 
Silene sp. a campion 

Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet 
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 
Stachys palustris Marsh Woundwort 
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort 

Stellaria media agg. Chickweed 
Stellaria uliginosa Bog Stitchwort 

Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry 
Taraxacum officinale agg. Dandelion 

Tilia cordata x platyphyllos (T. x vulgaris) Lime 
Tilia sp. a lime 

Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil 
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil 

Trifolium pratense Red Clover 
Trifolium repens White Clover 
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot 

Ulex gallii Western Gorse 



Urtica dioica Common Nettle 
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime 
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell 

Veronica sp. a speedwell 
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose 

Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch 
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet 

Larix sp. a larch 
Pinus nigra Austrian Pine 

Pinus nigra ssp. laricio Corsican Pine 
Pinus sp. a pine 

Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine 
Taxus baccata Yew 

 
Athyrium filix-femina Lady Fern 

Dryopteris carthusiana Narrow Buckler-fern 
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern 

Dryopteris filix-mas agg. Male Fern 
Osmunda regalis Royal Fern 

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken 
Pteridopsida sp. a fern (unidentified) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Species List for Peafield 
Parks Ranger Service Jun 2008 

 
Agrostis tenuis Common Bent 

Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail 
Dactylis glomerata Cocksfoot 

Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair Grass 
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog 
Juncus effusus Soft Rush 
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye Grass 

Phleum pratense Timothy 
 

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore 
Alnus glutinosa Common Alder 

Armoracia rusticana Horse Radish 
Arum maculatum Lords and Ladies 
Betula pubescens Downy Birch 
Calystegia silvatica Great Bindweed 

Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed 
Corylus avellana Common Hazel 

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb 

Epilobium montanum Broad-Leaved Willowherb 
Epilobium palustre Marsh Willowherb 

Fagus sylvatica var.purpurea Copper Beech 
Fallopia japonica Japanese Knotweed 

Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet 
Fraxinus excelsior Common Ash 

Galium aparine Common Cleavers 
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed 
Impatiens glandulifera Himalayan Balsam 

Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling 
Lotus corniculatus Birdsfoot Trefoil 

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain 
Plantago major Greater Plantain 

Populus nigra var.italica Lombardy Poplar 
Potentilla reptens Creeping Cinquefoil 

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak 
Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel 

Salix fragilis Crack Willow 
Salix x chrysocoma Weeping Willow 

Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet 
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort 
Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort 

Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil 
Trifolium pratense Red Clover 
Trifolium repens White Clover 

Urtica dioica Common Nettle 
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